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Since her first book, “Have You Filled a Bucket Today? A Guide to Daily Happiness 

for Kids,” was published in 2006, Carol McCloud, a nationally acclaimed author and 

Venice, FL., resident, has inspired millions of people of all ages to become daily 

“bucket fillers” through her books, seminars, and other publications. Her nine 

children’s books have sold three million copies worldwide and are used in 

schools around the world as their primary character development program. As an 

author, speaker, and early childhood specialist, McCloud says her goal is to help all 

ages and occupations grow in kindness, self-control, resilience, and forgiveness. 

On Tuesday, November 16, through a partnership with Sarasota County Schools, 

the School District of Manatee County and the Early Learning Coalitions of Sarasota 

County and Manatee County with generous support from the Manatee Education 

Foundation, Embracing Our Differences is coordinating virtual read-alongs of 

“Bucket Fillers” books with 8,200 students in 455 pre-kindergartens through third 

grade classes. This year, the initiative will be offered via interactive, pre-recorded 

webisodes featuring read-alongs with the Asolo Rep, CreArte Latino Cultural 

Center, Venice Theatre, and Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe and activities with 

author Carol McCloud. Each participating student and teacher will receive their 

own copy of one of McCloud’s books. 

Embracing Our Differences’ annual outdoor exhibits remain the heart of a 

year-round program of activities designed to use art as a catalyst to create 

awareness and promote diversity. The 2022 exhibit will run January 15 

through April 8 at Bayfront Park in downtown Sarasota.  

For more information click here 

https://www.embracingourdifferences.org/
https://www.srqmagazine.com/

